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PREPARING FOR ASYLUM CASE IN COURT CHECKLIST 

 Keep copies (either physical or digital) of all documents relating to your immigration case, to 

avoid losing them. 

 Consult with an immigration attorney as soon as possible. 

• NOTE: Even if you can’t find an attorney to represent your case, you are still responsible for filing 

your asylum application and presenting your case in court. 

 Attend your scheduled check-ins with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

 Confirm your immigration court location and next hearing date and time. 

 Plan transportation to all required immigration appointments and hearings. 

 File your asylum application (Form I-589, Application for Asylum and for Withholding of 

Removal) within one year of your arrival to the United States.  

• If the year has passed, try to submit it and speak to an attorney as soon as possible. 

 Gather evidence to support your asylum claim. 

• Identity documents: Passport, birth certificate, national identification documents, etc. 

• Personal statements: This is your own written story. It's like a letter explaining what 

happened to you, why you're afraid to go back to your country, and why you need 

protection in the U.S. You don’t need to submit this to the court, but writing down your story 

while it is still fresh in your memory can be helpful to remember details and practice your 

testimony. You will need this later. 

• Witness affidavits: These are statements from people who know about your situation. It's 

getting your friends, family, or others to write down what they saw or know to offer their 

testimony to the court. Or, if the witnesses are in the U.S., they can appear to testify in court 

on the day of your final hearing. 

• Country condition reports: These are published documents that describe what is happening 

in your home country, so the judge understands what it is like to live in your home country, 

under your circumstances. They are reports or materials written by experts, talking about 

things like human rights, violence, persecution, or political problems, among other things. 

• News articles: These are stories from newspapers, websites, or TV news that talk about 

events related to your case. They help show that the things you are talking about really 

happened in your home country. 

• Medical records (if applicable): If you were hurt or got sick because of what happened to 

you and you received medical attention, these are records from doctors or hospitals that 

help prove the extent of your injuries or illnesses and where and when you sought 

treatment. 

• Police reports (if applicable): If you reported anything to the police in your country or if you 

were arrested, these are the official documents that show what happened.  

 Translate all non-English evidence and documents you wish to submit to the court. 

 Maintain a valid and current mailing address with the immigration court and ICE, which is 

mandatory. 

• If you move, submit a Change of Address form (EOIR-33) to the immigration court and 

send a copy to ICE.  

• If you want to move your case to a court closer to your new address, it is a more 

complicated matter. You should get more information at the court and/or speak with an 

attorney. 

 Avoid any criminal activity or arrests. 

 Request and attend required Biometric Services Appointment before your final hearing. 

http://www.txilc.org/
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-589.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-589.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/form-eoir-33-eoir-immigration-court-listing
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-guidance/preparing-for-your-biometric-services-appointment

