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I. INTRODUCTION 

In 1996, Congress passed the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 

Act (“IIRIRA”), which limited petition-for-review jurisdiction for individuals removable based on 

enumerated crimes. See 8 U.S.C. § 1252(a)(2)(C) (2004) (permanent rules); IIRIRA section 

309(c)(4)(G) (transitional rules).  

In May 2005, Congress enacted the REAL ID Act of 2005, Pub. L. No. 109- 13, 119 Stat. 

231 (2005), amending the Immigration and Nationality Act (“INA”) to expand the scope of direct 

judicial review over petitions for review brought by individuals removable based on enumerated 

crimes, and to limit the availability of habeas corpus relief over challenges to final orders of 

removal, deportation, or exclusion. 

A noncitizen convicted of violating a Texas state criminal statute is subject to a variety of 

immigration penalties, including deportation from the United States. This outline focuses on two 

such deportation-proceedings-invoking offenses (DPIOs) established by federal law: aggravated 

felonies and crimes involving moral turpitude. See 8 U.S.C. § 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii) (2008) and § 

1227(a)(2)(A)(i) (2008).    

II. AGGRAVATED FELONIES 

A. Definition of Aggravated Felony 

‘Aggravated felony’ is defined by 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(43)(F) as including a ‘crime of 

violence . . . for which the term of imprisonment [is] at least one year.’”). 

At its infancy, the definition of aggravated felony included a short list of crimes largely 

consisting of drug and firearm trafficking and murder. See Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, Pub. L. 

No. 100-690 § 7342, 102 Stat. 4181, 4469–70 (1988) (codified as amended at 8 U.S.C. § 

1101(a)(43) (1988)) (“The term ‘aggravated felony’ means murder, any drug trafficking crime as 

defined in section 924(c)(2) of title 18, United States Code, or any illicit trafficking in any firearms 
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