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Many people have been victims of notary/notario fraud and don’t know it. At first, everything might
appear to be going well; you might have even received a work permit, but with time, you might have
received an unexpected letter from USCIS or from the immigration court. If this happened to you, it's
possible that you were victim of this scam.

How do these scams work?

The promise of a work permit: One of the most common scams is when a notario promises to obtain
a work permit, but in reality, what they do is apply for asylum on the immigrant’s behalf - without the
individual knowing or understanding the consequences completely. Many of these applications don’t
have a legal basis, and when USCIS reviews the application, the case can be transferred to
immigration court. This puts the person in the deportation process that they did not know about and
had no idea about.

The “10-year visa”: Another common scam is that the notario will say that if you have been in the
United States for 10 years and if you have children, you have the right to a visa. This is not true. What
the notario describes are simply some of the requirements for a type of deportation cancellation
called "42B", but there are many other requirements and not everyone qualifies. By submitting the
application without properly reviewing the case, the notario can leave the person in a very difficult
immigration situation, especially in the current climate.

The problem is that these notarios often promise fast results without the legal understanding
necessary to evaluate if the person qualifies for what they are applying for. Additionally, their services
can be very costly - in many cases, more expensive than hiring a licensed immigration attorney. A
licensed attorney or accredited representative has the information necessary to review your situation
with care, explain the real options, and not submit applications that could cause harm.

If you or someone you know has received a letter from USCIS or a notice to present yourself before
immigration court after hiring a notario, read this guide. There are still steps you can take to protect
yourself.

STEP 1: GATHER YOUR DOCUMENTS

Look for and keep everything you have from the notary/notario
o Payment receipts (even if they are hand written)
o Business cards or flyers
o Any documents you signed (Including any that are in English)
o Texts, E-mails, and/or Whatsapp messages
o Names, phone numbers, address where you were serviced/helped
o Names of others people who were also victims
o Your work permit (if you received it)
o Any letter from USCIS that you might have received
o Photographs of the notario’s office (if you have any)

IMPORTANT: Make copies of everything. Never turn in the originals of your documents to anyone
without keeping copies.
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STEP 2: VERIFY YOUR SITUATION WITH USCIS

You can verify if you have a pending case by:
o Call USCIS: 1-800-373-5283 (there are services in Spanish). Say: “l want to verify if | have a

pending asylum case.” You will need: your full name, date of birth, and A number (if you have
one)

o If you have a USCIS receipt notice, use the case number online: https://egov.uscis.gov

If you received a letter from USCIS:
© Note the date of any appointment or hearing
© Note the case number (it usually starts with letters and numbers)
© DO NOT ignore any letters from USCIS or the court

STEP 3: FIND A TRUSTED ATTORNEY

How to verify that your attorney is legitimate:
Ask: "Are you a licensed attorney? In what state are you licensed? What is your license number?"
V' Verify online: www.texasbar.com/findalawyer if the attorney is licensed in Texas. If the license
is from other states, look online for the State Bar for that state

v’ Search: Accredited DOJ representatives on www.justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-
roster-reports

Questions you should ask the attorney:
1."How much do you charge to review my case?” (Many charge between $100-$300 for an initial
consult)
2."How much would it cost to represent me in total?”
3."Do you offer payment plans?”
4."Can you give me a written contract that explains services?”
5."Can you give me copies of all the documents submitted?”
6."Do you speak Spanish or have an interpreter?”

Signs of a good attorney:
o Explains everything clearly
Gives you time to ask questions
Gives you a written contract
Provides receipts for your payments
Is honest about your options (does not promise results)
Gives you copies of everything

STEP 4: DECIDE IF YOU WILL REPORT THE NOTARIO
We understand that this is a difficult and personal decision.

Risks in Reporting:
X Authorities in Texas that investigate fraud can share information with ICE
X It could draw attention to your immigration status
X In this political climate, the risk is real

Benefits of reporting:
v Can help protect other people
v Can help your legal case (shows that you are a victim of a crime)
v The notario could be criminally prosecuted



http://www.texasbar.com/findalawyer
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-roster-reports
http://www.justice.gov/eoir/recognition-accreditation-roster-reports
https://egov.uscis.gov/
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OUR RECOMMENDATION: Speak first with a trusted immigration attorney. Your attorney can evaluate your
personal risk and help decide if it is safe to report in your specific situation.

If you decide to report, these are the options:
* Texas Attorney General's Office - Consumer Protection Division
© Phone Number: 1-800-621-0508
© Online: www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection
© |n person: Various offices in Texas
* State Bar of Texas
o (If the person said they were an attorney)
© Phone Number: 1-800-932-1900
o www.texasbar.com/grievance
* Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
© Online: www.reportfraud.ftc.gov
© Phone Number: 1-877-382-4357

STEP 5: PROTECT YOURSELF IN THE FUTURE
Checklist before hiring someone:

BEFORE signing any document:
o Do you completely understand what you're signing?
o Did they translate the documents in Spanish?
o Did | verify that the person is a licensed attorney?
o Did they give me time to read everything without pressure?
o Do | have a copy of the service contract?
o Did they explain how much | am going to pay in total?
o Did they give me a receipt for my payment?
o Did they give me the contact information of the office?

If you responded “NO” to any of these questions - DON'T SIGN

WARNING SIGNS - NEVER TRUST SOMEONE THAT:

P Promises “papers” fast

P Guarantees results (“Guaranteed approval”)

P Makes you sign documents without explaining what they are

P Does not give copies of documents of what you signed

P They ask for a lot of money upfront

P They ask to meet in public settings (restaurants, parking lots) in place of an office
P> Does not answer your questions or calls

P Says “don’t worry about the details”

P> Tells you that you don't need an attorney

P> Asks you to lie on your application



http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/consumer-protection
http://www.texasbar.com/grievance
http://www.reportfraud.ftc.gov/
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YOUR RIGHTS

You have a right to:
v Understand completely any document before signing
v Receive documents in Spanish or with translation
v Ask questions and receive clear answer
v Receive a written contract that explains the services
v Receive receipts for all your payments
v Obtain copies of all documents
v/ Change attorneys if you are not satisfied
v Terminate the contract with an attorney

You DO NOT have to:
X Sign something you don’t understand
X Pay everything upfront
X Keep working with someone you don't trust
X Accept vague promises or guarantees

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

Q: | already paid a lot of money. Can | recover it? A: It's difficult but not impossible. An attorney can help
you try to recover your money, especially if you report the notario. However, the most important thing
now is to protect your immigration status.

Q: Are they going to deport me because of the notario? A: Not automatically. But you are at risk if you
are already in the deportation process. That's why it is critical to get a licensed attorney immediately.

Q: What happens if | ignore USCIS’s letters? A: DO NOT ignore the letters. If you ignore an appointment
of hearing, an immigration judge can order your deportation even if you are not present. Look for legal
help immediately.

Q: Could I fix this myself/without an attorney? A: Technically, yes, but it is NOT recommended. The
immigration system is very complicated, and an error can result in deportation. It's worth investing in a
licensed attorney.

Q: I don’t have money for an attorney. What do | do? A: You can look for organizations that offer
representation at low-cost or for free. It is important to know that many attorneys offer payment plans.
Do not let a lack of money stop you from seeking help. It is extremely important that you pay proper
attention to your immigration status.

Q: What happens if | already had my interview and it went badly? A: There are still options. An attorney
can help you prepare for immigration court and look for other forms of relief. It is important to know that
itis a complicated situation.

REMEMBER:

v There is still hope. A licensed and trusted attorney can review your case and look to see if you have
options.

v Act quickly. The sooner you seek help, the more options you will have.

v Don't give up. The system is complicated but with adequate legal help, there can be solutions.




J N
Texas ﬁ";l . GUIA PRACTICA: SI FUE VICTIMA DE
Immigration FRAUDE DE NOTARIO
LAW COUNCIL

IMPORTANT NOTES ON THE CURRENT CLIMATE:

In this moment, the situation is difficult and dangerous for immigrants:

* There are more detentions by ICE

® There are more deportations

® Hearing in court are more difficult to win

® The time to determine if there is a solution in your case may be shorter.

This means that it is MORE important than ever:
Have a licensed, trusted attorney
Not to sign anything without understanding completely
Maintain your documents organized
Have an emergency plan with your family

This guide is meant for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal help. Every case is different.
You should consult with a licensed attorney about your specific situation.
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